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It was recommended at last year's Council meeting (C. Res. 1974/4:13) that
member countries ehould continue to report data on salmon catches at West
Greenland, in the Norwegian Sea and in horne waters and that these should be
worked up by the Chairman of the ICES/ICNAF Joint Working Party on North
Atlantic Salmon and presented to the Council's statutory meetings. This
note summarises the data supplied by member countries for 1974 in accord
ance with this recommendation.

1. West Greenland Fishery

Table 1 gives the provisional catch data for the West Greenland fishery in
1974 together with revised data for 1973 and those for the previous years
1960-1972. (This table corresponds with Table 1 of the last ~eport of the
ICES/ICNAF Working Party: C.M.1974 Doc. M:2). As in previous years, the
data for the fishery by Greenlanders in 1974 refer to the combined drift
net and set gill-net components, for which separate statistics are not
available.

The provisional data for 1974 show that the catch in 1974, at about
1959 m. tons, \'as approximately 400 tons less than in 197~. This decrease
i8 attributable almost entirely to the Greenlandic fishery, in which an
early closure ~as enforced to meet the requirements of the existing ICNAF
catch regulations. The total catch by the drift-net fishery, at about
760 m. tons, ,,'as approximately the same as in 1973. (The total catch by
Nor\legian, Danish and Faroese drift-netters in 1974 equalled the combined
catches for these countries specified for 1974 in the ICNAF regulations,
although the Nori1egian catch was about 60 m. tons lower and the Danish and
Faroese catch about 60m.hnshigher than their specified catch limits).

The numb~s of vessel"', excluding those registered in Greenland, taking
part in the drift-net fishery· each year since 1964 are tabulated below.

Year Denmark Faroes Norway S~~eden Total

1965 0 1 1 0 2
1966 0 1 1 O. 2
1967 4 4 3 0 11
1968 10 2 4 1 17
1969 15 6 11 2 34
1970 r 7 10 1 31~

1971 11 3 8 0 22
1972 12 4 8 0 24
1973 11 4 7 0 22
1974 8 1 * 0 ?

*No data supplied
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Although no information is available for Norway, it is evident from these
data that there was 'a significant decrease in the number of drift-netters
operating in the offshore fishery in 1974. These together with the catch
data suggest a higher catch rate, and hence available stock density, than
in 1973.

2. Norwegian SeaFishery

The provisional catch data for the long-line fishery in the Norwegian Sea
and the drift-net fishery within Norwegian fishery limits, together with
those for the years 1965-1973, are given in Table 2 (corresponding with
Table 7 of the Report of the lCES/ICNAF Working Party).

These data show that the total catch in the long-line fishery in 1974 was
about 160 tons less than in 1973, and only about 4~~ of the peak catches
in 1968 and 1969. Estimates of average catch-per-unit-effort, expressed
as numbers of salmon per 1000 hooks, for Danish vessels fishing in the area
between latitudes 680 and j40 N and longitudes 00 and 220E in May and the
first half of'June in each of the years 1969-1974 are ~iven below:

YBar Period

1-31 May '1~15 June

J

1969
1970
1971
1972
1973
~:l974

44(17,378)
41(10,791)
40(23,285)
42U1,337)
80(28,139)
57(-16,914 )

28(4,721)
17 (257)
26(6,584)
30(6,814)
48(6,555)
19(1,280)

(Figures in brackets refer to the numbers of salmon caught by the sampled
vessels).

The av~~~e catch rates in both periods were substantially lower in 1974
than trt~;Pl~vels in 1973 but the value for May was still substantially
higher than in the preceding yearso

3. Horne Waters Fisheries

The reported statistics of home- 'aters catches in 1974 are given in Table 3
(corresponding with Table 10 of the Working Party Report), together with
revised data for 1973 and those for the preceding years 1960-1972.

Although data were not s~ported for all countries, those for the main salmon
producing countries show that in 1974:-

a) The total catch by Ireland was approximately
in 1973, reaching its highest level recorded
continuing the upward trend of recent years.
272 ton rise in the grilse catch, the salmon

200 m. tons greater than
in the 15~years period and
The increase was due to a

catch 'decreasing by 74 tons.

b) The total catch by Norway was approximate1y 200 tons lower than in
1973. The catches of both salmon and grilse dtcreased, the former by
128 tons and the latter by 81 tons.

c) The total catch by Scotland \;as 520 tons 10 "er than in 1973. As in the
Norwegian fishery, the catches of both salmon and grilse decreased, the
former by 307 tons and the latter by 21: tons.
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d) The total England and Wales catch in 1974 vas, like the Scottish one,
lower than in 1973.

e) The Cnnadian catch was npproxirnately 100 tons higher than in 1973.

Estimotes of catch-per-unit effort in the horne-waters fisheries of those
countries reporting thcir latest statistics ~re given in Tablc 4
(corresponding uith Table 11 of the Working Party Report) for the years
1960-1974 (1960-1973 for Scotland, including revised figures for 1971).
Data for Canada are not included, owing to thc breakdown of the data
serien following the national ban on comrncrcial fishing for salmon in 1972.



Table 1 Salmon catches at West Greenland, 1960-1974, in metric tons,
round fresh weight
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Table 2 (Table 7 of Worling Party Rcport)

Catches in tue ~)rwegian Sea Long-line Fishery and in the Drift-net Fishery within Norwegian Fishery Limits,
1965-74. Metric tons, round fresh eight.
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Table ) (Tablc 10 of Workine Party Rerort)

Catches in Home Waters~ 1960-1974 (salmon plus grilse eXc6pt "here shmlD. separately) in metric tons, round fresh ~'eight
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TabI<? 4 (Table 11 of Workin:s >arty > port)

Estimates of Catchcs >er Unit Effort for some Home-Waters Fisheries, 1960-197j
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